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“People take to the streets Monday in Hong Kong for pro-democracy protest.”   
Summary 

 The article, “People take to the streets Monday in Hong Kong for pro-democracy 

protest” explains the current protests which are occurring in Hong Kong.  In 1997 China 

promised Hong Kong a government system in which Hong Kong would be able to 

operate under their own system while still maintaining unity with China.  They also 

promised that Hong Kong would have the ability to elect representatives or ambassadors 

to China.  This promise was recently altered by the Chinese government resulting in 

wide-spread protests throughout Hong Kong. These protests have involved thousands of 

activists, mainly college students, and forced the closure of many schools, banks, and 

businesses close to the protest locations.  The Chinese police have responded with high 

power water hoses, tear gas, pepper spray, and baton force.  While it is unsure what the 

result of these protests will be, Beijing, the Capitol of China, has warned that further 

protests and clashes between protesters and police could result in military action. 

 

Article to The  Hunger Games Character Connection 

Katniss, the main character of The Hunger Games would be very excited to see people 

standing up for their own rights or promises made by the government.  In the beginning 

of the novel, Katniss’s mother often rebukes her for speaking too boldly about the faults 

of their government.  Katniss also frequently complains or rebels against rules or policies 

that she feels are unfair.  Because of her history in quietly protesting the government, 

Katniss would most likely be supportive and possibly envious of those who are willing to 

risk their jobs and even their well being in pursuit of equality.  With that said, Katniss 

would also probably be hesitant to join the protests.  Although she frequently disregards 



rules or over steps boundaries set by her government, Katniss is also very aware of the 

government’s ability to harm others and bring about great destruction.  This is evident in 

the her actions while she is in the forest hunting as well as her performance during the 

Hunger Games at the Capitol.  Katniss is very careful to never overstep lines drawn by 

the government whenever her family or those she loves are at risk. 

 

“Poverty rates can cloak the harsher problem of deep poverty” – Summary 

 In the article “Poverty rates can cloak the harsher problem of deep poverty,” the 

deeper cause of poverty within the United States is explained.  The author explains that 

although many states may claim to have low poverty rates, the number of people living in 

deep poverty is actually quite high.  Those who are living in deep poverty often have a 

difficult time rising out of poverty because many of the requirements for receiving a job, 

such as having a home, clean clothing, and hygiene materials are unavailable.  Many of 

these people are also homeless which makes it impossible for them to receive 

unemployment funds from the government to purchase some of these materials.  While 

many experts agree that the best solution to poverty is to teach self-sufficiency and job 

skills to those living in poverty, they disagree about the best way to help those currently 

living in poverty receive the support they need to maintain jobs and have access to 

employment materials.  Another concern is the number of people living in poverty who 

suffer from violence and mental illness and are unable to receive treatment and aid. 

 

 

 



Article to The Hunger Games Character Connection 

 Katniss would not be surprised by these findings because of her own experience 

with poverty.  After the death of her father, Katniss struggled to support her family with 

limited resources and skills.  Her mother was unable to help with this support because of 

depression, similar to the mental illnesses discussed in the article.  The article addressed 

the high percentage of children and young adults who make up the number of those living 

in deep poverty.  Katniss would also be able to relate to this as she was only 12 when her 

father passed away and she became her family’s provider.  She would most likely agree 

that the best way to overcome poverty is by gaining work skills and learning to support 

yourself, however, she would also be very sympathetic to the plight of those who want to 

work but are unable to because they lack the necessary materials.  Katniss would 

probably look for a solution that avoids using funds or resources from the government 

and instead focuses on community resources.  Her success can mostly be attributed to the 

kindness of those around her and the combined skills of Katniss and Gale, her best friend. 

 

“Is the world going nuts?” – Summary 

 In “Is the world going nuts,” Fareed Zakaria discusses all of the turmoil currently 

occurring in the world.  He makes comparisons between the growing pains (i.e. wars, 

calamities, destruction) occurring in the Middle East and the medieval turmoil in Europe 

saying that such turmoil is a natural occurrence when an oppressed people gain freedoms 

and then determine how to use those freedoms for peace and prosperity of all rather than 

for corruption or the propagating of one’s personal believes and commitments.  He also 

points out much of the good that is happening in the world, namely the economic 



progress in Africa, the steady and diverse economy in the United States, and the growing 

concern China is showing for pollution and climate change.  Zakaria’s purpose in this 

article is not to show that all is bright and happy in the world; rather, to poing out the 

occurrence of global change.  This change is driven by people’s desire for great things 

such as freedom, autonomy, and new technologies.  Change is disruptive and can be 

dangerous however, it not always bad.  In fact, it is often lead by good forces seeking to 

build a better world. 

 

Article to The Hunger Games Character Application 

 This message would be encouraging to Katniss and would probably prompt her to 

face her fears and challenges to enact social change.  Throughout the novel it is very 

obvious that Katniss desires a change in her government.  This can be seen in her 

frequent trips to the forest, constant mockery of the Capitol, firing an arrow at the judges, 

and ultimate manipulation of the Hunger Game rules to allow both her and Peta to 

survive.  The biggest obstacle preventing Katniss from revolting seems to be her own fear 

of chaos, danger, and harm coming to her family.  Zakaria’s message is uplifting in this 

regard because he recognizes that change always comes with some pain and sacrifice, 

however, he show that when those driving change have integrity and a desire to better the 

world not only for themselves but for all mankind, the change brought about is also long 

lasting and positive.  While Katniss might be disbelieving at first or think that Zakaria 

was living outside of the real world, ultimately I think she would grasp his message and 

commit to becoming an instigator for social change. 

 


